BELINDA
were depraved, were equally incapable of conferring or enjoying
real happiness. Whilst this conviction was full in his mind, he
read the works of Rousseau : this eloquent writer's sense made
its full impression upon Clarence's understanding, and his de-
clamations produced more than their just effect upon an imagi-
nation naturally ardent. He was charmed with the picture of
Sophia, when contrasted with the characters of the women of
the world with whom he had been disgusted; and he formed
the romantic project of educating a wife for himself. Full of
this idea, he returned to England, determined to carry his
scheme immediately into execution, but was some time delayed
by the difficulty of finding a proper object for his purpose : it
was easy to meet with beauty in distress, and ignorance in
poverty ; but it was difficult to find simplicity without vulgarity,
ingenuity without cunning, or even ignorance without prejudice ;
it was difficult to meet with an understanding totally uncultivated,
yet likely to reward the labour of late instruction ; a heart
wholly unpractised, yet full of sensibility, capable of all the
enthusiasm of passion, the delicacy of sentiment, and the firm-
ness of rational constancy. It is not wonderful that Mr. Hervey,
with such high expectations, should not immediately find them
gratified. Disappointed in his first search, he did not, how-
ever, relinquish his design; and at length, by accident, he
discovered, or thought that he discovered, an object formed
expressly for his purpose.
One fine evening in autumn, as he was riding through the
New Forest, charmed with the picturesque beauties of the place,
he turned out of the beaten road, and struck into a fresh track,
which he pursued with increasing delight, till the setting sun
reminded him that it was necessary to postpone his farther re-
flections on forest scenery, and that it was time to think of
finding his way out of the wood. He was now in the most
retired part of the forest, and he saw no path to direct him ;
but, as he stopped to consider which way he should turn, a dog
sprang from a thicket, barking furiously at his horse : his horse
was high-spirited, but he was master of him, and he obliged the
animal to stand quietly till the dog, having barked himself
hoarse, retreated of his own accord. Clarence watched to see
which way he would go, and followed him, in hopes of meeting
with the person to whom he belonged: he kept his guide in
sight, till he came into a beautiful glade, in the midst of which
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